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The best time to teach your child
a second language is the same
time she’s learning her first one.
So vamonos! (Let's go!)

By llisa Cohen ITal;

Help your child learn! Make learning

Spamsh, Italian, and French fun with our free

printables. Visit parents.com/august.

¥ Start now. Two- and 3-year-olds are not only increasing
their vocabularies, they're starting to recognize the speech
patterns they've been hearing since birth. The earlier you in-
troduce a second language, the easier it will be for your child
to pick up its unique sounds. The ability to hear different pho-
netic pronunciations is sharpest before age 3, and we lose the
capacity to hear and produce certain sounds if we aren't ex-

posed to them early on, according to Francois Thibaut, direc-
tor of the Language Workshop for Children, in New York City. So just hear-
ing a television show, listening to music, or learning a few words in a
second language will give your child essential tools for appreciating it
now and learning to speak it later.

) Create a casual learning environment. The best way for a child
to learn to understand a new language is for him to hear people speak-
ing it fluently, says Thibaut. If he’s exposed to conversations, he'll begin
to pick up the sounds and the natural accent. Choose a language that is
spoken in your neighborhood, on a television show your child can watch
regularly, or one that is offered in classes or playgroups in your area. “If
you have a bilingual babysitter, encourage her to speak her native lan-
guage to your child exclusively,” says Rhodes. Two- and 3-year-olds love
to mimic what they hear, and soon they’ll begin to understand the mean-
ings of short words and phrases.

P]ay ElIld Le Al'll when you shop for bilingual

toys, games, and CDs, make sure the words are spoken clearly and by a
native speaker with a proper accent. Your child will have a fiesta learning

a new language with these.

Sing & Learn
Italian With
Professor
Toto ($30)
This line of
books, CDs,
and DVDs also offers
versions in Spanish,

French, and German.

<¢- Expect minor mix-ups. It's natural for a

child to confuse the word order or use words
from both languages in the same sentence.
He'll quickly learn to separate the languages.

'¢' Don't underestimate her progress.

Even though many people think learning two
languages causes speech delays, that is not
the case. Your little one might say fewer
English words than other kids her age, but
if you add in the words she knows in her
second language, her total number of words
will probably be more than that of her peers.
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